
Work Safely with Cranes near Power Lines 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2MwX738e1Y 

Welcome everyone to today's toolbox talk focused on preventing electrocutions while working with 

cranes near power lines. 

Electrocutions are a serious hazard that can occur if proper safety measures are not followed, especially 

when operating cranes near power lines. 

By following the guidelines discussed today, we can ensure everyone's safety on the job site. 

Identifying Hazards: 

Power lines pose a significant electrocution risk when working with cranes. They carry high voltage 

electricity and must be treated with caution. 

Overhead power lines are often difficult to spot, especially when focusing on crane operations. Always 

assume power lines are energized unless confirmed otherwise. 

Failure to maintain a safe distance between the crane and power lines can lead to deadly accidents. 

Safety Procedures: 

Before beginning any work involving cranes, conduct a thorough assessment of the job site to identify 

the location of power lines. 

Establish a safe working zone around power lines. Maintain a minimum distance as specified by safety 

regulations and the crane's manual. 

Use spotter(s) to help the crane operator maintain awareness of the distance between the crane and 

power lines at all times. 

Ensure all crane operators and spotters are properly trained in recognizing and avoiding electrocution 

hazards. 

Best Practices: 

Always assume power lines are energized. Never underestimate the danger they pose. 

Communicate effectively with team members about the location of power lines and the importance of 

maintaining a safe distance. 

Utilize proximity warning systems and non-conductive barriers to further enhance safety. 

Monitor weather conditions closely, as wind and rain can increase the risk of accidents by altering the 

crane's movement and stability. 

Emergency Response: 

In the event of contact between the crane and power lines, follow emergency procedures immediately. 

If safe to do so, remain inside the crane and call emergency services for assistance. 

If evacuation is necessary, jump clear of the crane, ensuring you do not touch the crane and the ground 

simultaneously. Shuffle away to safety. 

Do not attempt to rescue anyone in contact with energized equipment. Wait for professional help. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2MwX738e1Y

